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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
states. 

2. Claims 1-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Levin 
etal. (US 5,517,978). 

Regarding claims 1 and 7, Levin discloses a method for damping a lancet, 
comprising providing a lancet with a main housing (5) having an internal surface 
enclosing a portion of a lancing mechanism, the lancing mechanism including a lancet 
holder (25) attached to a shaft (29) and a drive spring (37) surrounding a portion of the 
shaft, the drive spring being located between the lancet holder and the internal surface, 
the lancing mechanism being adapted to move between a resting position, a cocking 
position, and a puncture position (figs. 2-3); and a movable housing (47) adjacent the 
main housing, the movable housing being adapted to move from a resting position to a 
cocking position, the moveable housing having an internal surface enclosing a portion of 
the shaft of the lancing mechanism, the enclosed portion of the shaft having a retainer 
(43) and a secondary spring (45) surrounding at least a section of the shaft, the 
secondary spring being located between the retainer and the internal surface of the 
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movable housing, wlierein the secondary spring is adapted to move the movable 
housing from the cocking position to the resting position, the secondary spring being 
further adapted to move the lancing mechanism from the puncture position to the 
resting position; compressing the drive spring and the secondary spring by moving the 
movable housing away from the main housing to the cocking position (columns 2-3, 
lines 63-68, 1-2; wherein the secondary spring is automatically compressed by pulling 
back the sleeve); decompressing the secondary spring to move the movable housing 
from the cocking position to the resting position, adjacent the main housing (column 3, 
2-4); actuating the drive spring to cause the lancet holder to move from the cocking 
position to the puncture position (column 2, lines 41-52); recompressing the secondary 
spring as the lancet holder moves from the cocking position to the puncture position; 
and decompressing the secondary spring to move the lancet holder from the puncture 
position to the resting position (column 2, lines 52-57). 

Regarding claims 2 and 12, Levin discloses wherein the secondary spring 
constant is less than the spring constant of the drive spring (column 2, lines 52-57; 
wherein if the secondary spring had a spring constant greater than the drive spring than 
the needle would spring out of the housing again, puncturing the site twice and leaving 
the device inoperable). 

Regarding claims 3 and 9, Levin discloses wherein the drive spring is not 
attached to the lancet holder or the internal surface of the main housing (figs. 2, 3). 

Regarding claims 4 and 10, Levin discloses wherein the secondary spring is not 
attached to the retainer of the shaft or the internal surface of the movable housing 
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(column 2, lines 30-32; wherein the spring is attached between the retainer and 
housing, on collar 41). 

Regarding claims 5 and 11, Levin discloses wherein neither the drive spring nor 
the secondary spring are attached to any component of the lancing mechanism (figs. 2, 
3). 

Regarding claim 6, Levin discloses wherein the secondary spring surrounds the 
entirety of the portion of the shaft enclosed within the movable housing (fig. 3). 

Regarding claim 8, Levin discloses wherein there is an act of adjusting the 
spring ratio between the drive spring and the secondary spring to adjust a force applied 
to the lancet holder as it moves from the cocking position to the puncture position 
(column 2-3, lines 63-68, 1-13). 

Regarding claim 13, Levin discloses the act of piercing the skin of a test subject 
with a lancet received by the lancet holder as the lancet holder moves from the cocking 
position to the puncture position (figs. 2, 3). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to SARAH A. SIMPSON whose telephone number is 571- 
270-3865. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 8 am - 5 pm. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Todd Manahan can be reached on 571-272-4713. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/Sarah A Simpson/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 3731 

/Todd E Manahan/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3731 



